Fall 2007 Journalism J8040

PROSEMINAR IN COMMUNICATIONS

Section 001                            

Day/Time: T 10a-12p  

Location Journalism 601C           

Instructor: Michael Schudson

Introduction to Communication Research

This seminar combines two purposes – to introduce new or continuing doctoral students to faculty in or affiliated with the Ph.D. program and to introduce students to communication research through a loosely historical account of its emergence as a field of study in 20th century American universities.

Required Texts:

John Durham Peters and Peter Simonson, eds., Mass Communication and American Social Thought (Rowman & Littlefield, 2004)

Walter Lippmann, The Phantom Public (Transaction/Library of Conservative Thought)

James Carey, Communication as Culture (Unwin Hyman 1989)

Michael Schudson, Discovering the News (Basic Books, 1978)

Chandra Mukerji and Michael Schudson, eds., Rethinking Popular Culture (California, 1991)

Michael Cole and Sylvia Scribner, The Psychology of Literacy (Harvard, 1981)

J8040 Photocopied Reader (University Readers)

September 4 Introduction: What Is Communication and How Has It Been Studied?

September 11 The World Outside and the Pictures in Our Heads: The Discovery of Mass Communication as Phenomenon and as Danger

*Isaiah Berlin, “The Counter-Enlightement”

*John Durham Peters, “Dialogue and Dissemination” from Peters, Speaking Into the Air (Chicago, 1999)

Michael Schudson, Discovering the News 3-120

*Walter Lippmann, “The World Outside and the Pictures in Our Heads”

Jurgen Habermas, “The Public Sphere” (in Mukerji and Schudson)

September 18 The Mass, the Media, and Democracy
Jane Addams, “The House of Dreams” in MCAST 25-30

Harold Lasswell in MCAST 47-50

Walter Lippmann, The Phantom Public (1925)

Edward Bernays in MCAST, 51-58

Schudson, Discovering the News, 121-159

September 25 The Concept of Culture in Social Inquiry
*John S. Gilkeson, Jr., “The Domestication of ‘Culture’ in Interwar America, 1919-1941” in David K. von Keuren, The Estate of Social Knowledge (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1991) 153-174.

 James Carey, “A Cultural Approach to Communication” in James Carey, 

 Communication as Culture, 13-36.

*Ann Swidler, “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies,” American Sociological Review 51 (1986) 273-86.

Clifford Geertz, “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight” in Mukerji and Schudson.

October 2 The Media of Communication, Culture, and Storytelling

Guest: Andie Tucher

Michael Cole and Sylvia Scribner, The Psychology of Literacy (1981)

Marshall McLuhan, “Technology and Political Change” in MCAST

Marshall McLuhan, “Sight, Sound, and Fury” in MCAST

October 5 (Friday) Special Session: Conference on the Work of  Jim Care

October 9  Varieties of Normal Science

Paul Lazarsfeld, Table from “Communication Research and the Social Psychologist,” MCAST p. 242

Kurt Lang and Gladys Engel Lang, “The Unique Perspective of Television and Its Effect: A Pilot Study” in MCAST 328-338

George Gallup and Saul Rae, “A Powerful, Bold, and Unmeasurable Party?” in MCAST, 128-134

Paul Lazarsfeld and Robert Merton, “Mass Communication, Popular Taste, and Organized Social Action” in MCAST, 230-242

Cantril and Allport in MCAST

Helen MacGill Hughes, “Human Interest Stories and Democracy” in MCAST

Berelson, “What ‘Missing the Newspaper’ Means” in MCAST

October 16 Unmaking a Science: The Discovery of Power and Audiences

Theodor Adorno, “A Social Critique of Radio Music,” MCAST 210-215

Max Horkheimer, “Art and Mass Culture,” MCAST 157-166

Elihu Katz and Paul Lazarsfeld, “Between Media and Mass,” MCAST 358-364

*Todd Gitlin, “Media Sociology: The Dominant Paradigm”

Raymond Williams, “Base and Superstructure in Marxist Cultural Theory” in Mukerji and Schudson

Janice Radway, “Interpretive Communities and Variable Literacies” in Mukerji and Schudson

Michael Schudson, Discovering the News, 160-194

October 23, 2007 Public Opinion and Political Science

9:30 -10:50 Guest: Robert Shapiro
Reading: Jack Snyder, Robert Shapiro, Yaeli Bloch-Elkon, “Free Hand Abroad, Divide and Rule at Home: The Domestic Politics of Unipolarity”

October 30 Guest Speaker

November 6 Guest Speaker

November 13 
November 20 

November 27 Networks and the Internet

Janet Abbate, Inventing the Internet
December 4 What’s Left to Discover or Rediscover?
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